Monitoring activation of ribonuclease L by 2',5'-oligoadenylates using purified recombinant enzyme and intact malignant glioma cells.
A wide range of methods have been developed to study RNase L activation in cell-free systems and in intact cells. Many of the original methods were developed in the laboratory of I. Kerr in the early 1980s (e.g., see Knight et al.). Additional methods described in this article were developed or adapted from research in other fields after the cloning of RNase L and the appreciation of its role in apoptosis. These methods provide the basic techniques needed to induce RNase L activation in vitro and to measure some of its biological effects in living mammalian cells.